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May 21, 2020 
The Feast of Ascension and the Commemoration 

 of Emperor Constantine and his Mother, Helena 
 

 

To: The saints of Christ Lutheran Church 

Re: Worship Resumes on Trinity Sunday (June 7) with Protocols 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Savior! 

 

In consultation with the Board of Elders, I am happy to announce that opportunity for in-person 

worship will resume on Trinity Sunday, June 7th at 9am. Only the Narthex and Nave will be 

open and this space will be reserved exclusively for worship on Sundays. Bible study will 

remain online (CLCHebron.org/online) on Sundays at 7pm for the near future. 

 

In accordance with Connecticut* and CDC** guidelines, we have put into place several 

protocols to ensure that our return to communal worship protects the health of our members. 

We recognize there are a variety of opinions regarding the efficacy of these protocols, but we 

ask that everyone follow them out of love for their neighbor.  

 

First a note about returning: 

I recognize and appreciate that not everyone is able to return on the day we reopen for worship. 

This is understandable and, for many, a wise use of their sanctified common sense. If you are 

ill, part of an especially vulnerable population, or care for someone who is either then I expect 

that your return will be a little later than June 7th. Rest assured that the worship service will 

continue to be streamed online for your benefit (CLCHebron.org/online). You are also 

welcomed to schedule a private session to receive communion.  

 

This letter outlines some of the new protocols that we will follow moving forward. They are 

based on both governmental regulations and recommendations. We will amend these 

restrictions by consensus as the situation changes. If you have a question that is not answered 

below, do not hesitate to reach out to me or one of the elders.***  

 

Worship Protocols beginning June 7th 

 

• No more than 50 people, including the pastor, in the building.  

• A greeter will help maintain social distancing and will check temperatures with an IR 

thermometer upon entry. 

• Every person older than two is asked to wear a mask while inside the church (unless 

health issues prevents it). If you do not have a mask, a disposable, lightweight surgical-

style mask will be available.  

• While gloves are not required, you may wear them if you desire. Water and soap are 

available in the restroom and there is a hand-sanitizing station in the Narthex. 

• Passing of the peace is suspended. 
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• Passing the offering plate is suspended. Online offerings are recommended 

(www.easytithe.com/clchebron); however, tithes and offerings may be placed in the box 

at the rear of the Nave.  

• Every-other-pew will be roped off. Families should sit together one family per pew. 

Two couples may share opposite sides of a pew. An effort should be made to maintain a 

6-foot distance from people not in the same family. 

• When possible, the windows will be open, and fans will be on during the service to help 

provide fresh air. 

• The greeter/usher will dismiss worshipers row by row at the end of the service. 

• Surfaces (restrooms, pews, door handles, etc.) will be sanitized between services. 

 

Regarding the Distribution of Communion 

 

• Because of social distancing, communion will not be distributed at the rail around the 

altar. 

• Elements will be distributed to members one-at-a-time at the foot of the chancel. 

• The pastor will wear a mask and sanitize his hands between communicants. 

• Communicants will receive a host either in the hand (hand sanitizer for your use is 

available) or on the tongue (recommended).  

• Communicants will then be given an individual cup. Cups should be carefully placed in 

the appropriate tray when departing.  

 

Because of these new protocols there is a need for volunteers. For each service we will need a 

greeter who can also serve as an usher. We also need volunteers to help sanitize the worship 

space between services. While communion assistants and altar guild volunteers are not needed 

for the Sacrament at this time, families are encouraged to continue to donate flowers for use at 

the altar.  

 

Gathering together in worship and receiving the Lord’s Supper is essential to our faith. I 

look forward to starting the reopening process on June 7th and I look forward to the day 

that we are all gathered together again.  

 

God’s Blessings and Peace to You, 

 
Pastor Phil Booe 

 
 

* https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-
Orders/Executive-Order-No-7D.pdf 
 

** http://www.christianitydaily.com/articles/9319/20200501/cdc-drafted-guidelines-for-churches-looking-
to-hold-services-physically-again.htm 
 
*** Tom Sousa (860-918-8924), Don Thorspecken (860-416-2981), Joe Durfee (860-966-9226), Kurt 
Hermann (860-228-9890), or Tim Remmers (860-690-4662) 
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